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Editorial Software for calculating the beginning of lunar months

Islamic months start at sunset on the day of visual sighting of the lunar crescent.
The Holy Qur’an is a unique book of  Some Mustim scholars hold the view that visual sighting is necessary to determine
Divine guidance. It is not in itself a the start of a month. It is, however, useful to accurately predict when a crescent is
book of science, but rather, a book of likely to be visible in order to produce lunar calendars in advance. A computer
signs. It contains more than 6000 signs, program entitled “MoonCalc version 4.0” has been developed by Dr. Monzur
of which over 1000 deal with science, Ahmed of Birmingham, United Kingdom to search the world locations which satisfy
technology, and medical matters. Many  several visibility criteria for sighting the lunar crescent. The program provides
of the verses dealing with signs record  world maps for the start of each lunar month, showing areas where the crescent is
scientific and medical knowledge that likely to be first sighted (see the bottom figure on this page for the start of Rabi’ II,
modern science and medicine is only 1419 - July 24/25, 1998 - the different colored bands represent the age of the moon
just discovering - 1400 years after the  at sunset on the day of predicted sighting). The program is (continued on page 5)
revelation of the Qur’an.

The Qur’an includes subjects as
diverse as astronomy, biology, botany,
genetics, physics, and earth science,
with some stunningly advanced insights
into the workings of nature that have
only recently been confirmed by
scientific research. In each case there is
not long and detailed scientific A
information, but rather, a short R
summary of facts. T by o ;

The expansion of the Universe, ; o
which is referred to in Qur’an 51:47, is :
the most imposing discovery of modern
science. It is a firmly established
concept, and the only debate centers
around the way this is taking place.It
was first suggested by the general theory
of relativity and is backed up by physics
in the examination of the galactic
spectrum. Last April, scientists used a
revolutionary new camera to obtain a = _ Py , : ,,
snapshot of a young star, about 1,320 SN =l N G - M ¢ _ !
trillion miles from Earth in the yal : & e gl T '* ' ]
constellation Centaurus, just starting its
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Dr. Ahmed K. Noor

Wahy (Inspiration)

Tis

The Arabic word Wahy refers to
secret  inspiration, or  hidden
information,  sWw a%s!  which is
passed from the giver (the one who
inspires) to the receiver (the one who is
inspired with). The word wahy and its
derivatives have been repeated seventy-
eight times in the Qur’an. The Qur’an
refers to two kinds of inspiration from
Allah:

1) A verbal or literal inspiration by
which the actual words of Allah are
conveyed in human language (possibly
through an angel), and

2) Instinctive inspiration by Allah to
His creations. This includes a
suggestion thrown by Allah into the
heart or mind of a person, by which
he/she understands the substance of the
message, whether it is a command, a
prohibition, or an explanation of a great
truth. The first kind of inspiration
includes divine revelation.

The Qur’an also uses wahy in
reference to covert suggestions by evil
ones (from humans and shayateen) - see
the figure on page 3.

In this article, examples from the
Qur’an are given to the two kinds of
inspiration of Allah; as well as the
inspiration of the evil ones.

Inspiration to Prophets

This includes verbal, literal
inspiration, and revelation given to the
prophets. The inspiration given to
Prophet Noah (PBUH) is mentioned in
Surah 4.
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“It is not fitting for any human being that Allah should speak to him unless (it
be) by inspiration, or from behind a veil, or by sending of a Messenger to reveal,
with Allah’s permission, what Allah wills. Verily, He is most High, most Wise.”

“We have sent you inspiration, as We
sent it to Noah and the Messengers
after him: We sent inspiration to
Abraham, Isma’il, Isaac, Jacob and
the tribes, to Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron,
and Solomon, and to David We gave
the Psalms.” (Qur’an 4:163)

The same verse states the fact that
inspiration of the same kind as that sent
to Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) was
sent to many messengers, for Allah’s
message is one. Note that the
inspiration given to the prophets does
not necessarily mean a book. Some

It is only an Inspiration that is
inspired. (Qur’an 53:4)

messengers were mentioned by name in
the cited verse, others are not mentioned
by name. The list of Prophets is divided
into three groups: the first group is
Ibrahim’s family (brahim, Ismail,
Isaac, Jacob); the second group
includes Issa (Jesus - PBUH), Ayub (Job
- PBUH), and Yunus (Jonah - PBUH),
the third group includes Haroun (Aaron
- PBUH) and Solomon (PBUH), both
great figures, but each subordinate to
another figure, viz. Moses and David.
The revelation given to Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) was through the
angel Jibreel (Gabriel). The Prophet
(PBUH) used to hear a sound like that of
a bell ringing when angel Jibreel
approached him. The chemistry of his

(Qur’an 42:51)

body changed; and his knees became
like rocks. If he was riding a camel at
that time, the camel sot and cannot
move. The inspiration (revelation)
given to the Prophet (PBUH) is
mentioned in several verses including
Qur’an 4:163 and:

dl ol 505 s St W1 43
RENPRTERTS
(19 &F o = plo¥15y40)

Say: “Allah is witness between me and
you; this Qur’an has been revealed to
me by inspiration.” (Qur’an 6:19)
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“We do relate unto you the most

beautiful of stories, in that We reveal

to you this (portion of the) Qur’an.”
(Qur’an 12:3)
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“Thus have We sent you amongst a
people before whom (long since) have
(other) peoples (gone and) passed
away; in order that you might rehearse
unto them what We send down unto
you by inspiration.”  (Qur’an 13:30)
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“And recite (and teach) what has been
revealed to you of the Book of your
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Lord.” (Qur’an 18:27)
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“Recite what is sent of the Book by
inspiration to you.”  (Qur’an 29:45)
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what was (revealed) before it.”

(Qur’an 35:31)
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“Thus have We sent by inspiration to
you an Arabic Qur’an.” (Qur’an 42:7)

Instinctive Inspiration by Allah

to His Creations
Examples of this kind of inspiration

objects. Allah inspired Noah (PBUH) to
construct the Ark.
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So We inspired him (with this

message); “construct the ark within
Our sight and under Our guidance.”

- ,bls, ,«) (i.e., suggestion or command) given by (Qur’an 23:27)
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Wahy Secret inspiration, or hidden information, which is passed from
the giver to the receiver.
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Qur’anic Usage of the Word Wahy
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Idiomatic
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Revelation - Privilege
of the Prophets
Qur’an 4:163, 6:19,
12:3, 13:30, 18:27,

. 29:45, 35:31, 42:7

Lexical

s
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Instinctive inspiration by
Allah to His Creations

Covert suggestions by evil ones
( from humans and Shayateen)

Qur’an 6:112, 6:121
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To human beings
Qur’an 23'27

To the angels
Qur’an 8:12

To the bees
Qur’an 16:68

To the Heavens
Qur’an 14:12

To the Earth
Qur’an 99:5
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“But construct an Ark under Our eyes
and Our inspiration”. (Qur’an 11:37)

Allah inspired Prophet Moses to:
e  throw his rod and it swallowed up
all the falsehood of the sorcerers.
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We revealed to Moses “throw your
rod”: and behold! it swallows up all
the falsehoods which they fake!
(Qur’an 7:117)

e  strike the rock with his rod, and
out of it gushed forth twelve springs
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We directed Moses by inspiration,
when his (thirsty) people asked him for
water “Strike the rock with your staff”,
out of it there gushed forth twelve
springs.
(Qur’an 7:160)
e travel by night with the Israelites,
and strike a dry path for them in the

sea
Aol et I Ll i
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We sent an inspiration to Moses:
“Travel by night with My servants, and
strike a dry path for them through the
sea, without fear of being overtaken
(by Pharaoh) and without (any other)

Sear.” (Our’an 20:77)
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By inspiration We told Moses ; “Travel
by night with My servants; for surely
you shall be pursued.”
(Qur’an 26:52)

e strike the sea with his rod to
provide a passage for the Israelites

Ilats ol ol ugd 3 LB
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Then We told Moses by inspiration :
“strike the sea with your rod so it
divided” . (Qur’an 26:63)
e provide dwellings for the Israelites
in Egypt.
19555 o) 4y st ) Ly
# .2 .
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We inspired Moses and his brother
with this message: * Provide dwellings

JSor your people in Egypt”.

(Qur’an 10:87)
Examples of inspirations given to
other human beings are the inspiration
given to the mother of Prophet Moses

{(PBUH) to throw Moses in the chest and
throw the chest into the river.
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Behold! We sent to your mother, by
inspiration, the message: throw (the
child) into chest, and throw (the chest)
into the river.

(Qur’an 20:38-39)
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So We sent this inspiration to the
mother of Moses; “suckle your child,
but when you fear for him, then cast
him into the river.”
(Qur’an 28:7)
And the inspiration given to the

disciples of Jesus (PBUH) to have faith
in Allah and in Jesus.
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“And behold! 1 inspired the disciples to
have faith in Me and My messenger:
They said: we have faith, and do you
bear witness that we bow to Allah as
Muslims.” (Qur’an 5:111)
The inspiration to the angels to support
the believers in the Battle of Badr, to
smite the unbelievers above their necks
and to smite all their fingertips off them
is mentioned in Surah 8:
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Remember your Lord inspired the
angels (with the message): “I am with
you; give firmness to the believers: 1
will instill terror into the hearts of the
unbelievers: smite them over the necks
and smite all their finger-tips off
them.” (Qur’an 8:12)
The inspiration given to the bee to
build its cells in hills, on trees, and in

human habitation is mentioned in Surah
16: . )
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“And your Lord taught the bee to build
its cells in hills, on trees, and in what
they erect.” (Qur’an 16:68)
The inspiration given to each heaven

by Allah as to its duty and command, is
mentioned in Surah 41:

[ » 2 . . .9/
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“And He assigned to each heaven its
duty and command.” (Qur’an 41:12)
When the earth is shaken to her utmost

convulsion, on that day she will declare
that Allah has given her “inspiration”.

e R
(0 %f - Wyl 5,5w)
“For that your Lord will have given

her (the Earth) inspiration.”
(Qur’an 99:5)
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Covert suggestions given by evil
ones

The inspiration given by the evil
ones (shayateen), from the humans and
the jinns, includes the flowery
discourses aimed at deception, and the
arguments aimed at poisoning the
minds of the believers. These types of
inspiration are mentioned in the
following two verses:
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Likewise did We make for every
messenger an enemy, satans among
humans and jinns, inspiring each

other with flowery discourses by way of
deception. (Qur’an 6:112)
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“But the satans ever inspire their

Sriends (from humans) to dispute with

you.” (Qur’an 6:121)

There are some who claim falsely
that they received inspiration from

Allah. The Qur’an tells us about their
condition at the time of death.
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And who can be more unjust than one
who invents a lie against Allah, or
says, “I have received inspiration”
when he has received none; and who
says”l will reveal the like of what
Allah has revealed”. And if you could

but see when the wicked are in the §

agonies of death, while the angels are
stretching forth their hands (saying),

“Deliver your souls; this day you shall
be recompensed with the torment of
degradation because of what you used
to utter against Allah other than the
truth.” (Qur’an 6:93)

Example of Allah’s inspiration

given to sincere believers

Allah’s inspiration can be given to
sincere believers. The example of Umar
(may Allah be pleased with him)
standing to deliver the sermon, when
through the inspiration of Allah, he saw
hundreds of miles away the Muslim’s
army about to be surrounded by their
enemy. The only way out for the
Muslims was to go towards a hill. Umar
said to the commander of the Muslims
in an audible voice: “Go to the hill,
Sariya”. Again, through the inspiration
of Allah, the commander, Sariya, heard
Umar, went to the hill and saved the
Muslims.

In a hadith Qudsi we are told that if
we perform all the obligatory duties
(fara’id) to Allah, and seek the pleasure
of Allah by performing, in addition,
some of the optional acts of worship
(Nawa fil), then Allah will love us.
When Allah loves us, He takes control
of our senses, and direct them towards
what is most beneficial to us, in both the
present world and the one to come.
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We pray to Allah to make us among
those whom He love, and those who

receive His inspiration and  His
guidance. Ameen [}

Continued from page 1
Editorial

earth-like planetary family (see figure
below).

HR 4796 in the
constellation
Centaurus

Fragmentation of collapsing nebulae

These discovéries,uahd many more
that will come in sha’a Allah, incite us
to reflect on the signs of Allah.
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We will show them our signs in the vast
regions of the universe, and in their
own selves, until it becomes manifest
to them that this (the Qur’an) is the
truth.” (Qur’an 41:53)

We pray to Almighty Allah to give
us the guidance and the wisdom to
benefit from the signs of the Qur’an.

Ameen

Ch

Continued from page 1
Software for calculating the
beginning of lunar months

free and can be downloaded from the
internet (URL address http://
www.ummah.org.uk/software/). Other
web sites provide Islamic calendars
(http://www.erols.com/shaukat/
shaukat.html) and Georgian-Hijri date
conversion facilities (http:/
bert.cs.pitt.edu/~tawfig/convert
/convert. cgi). h
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I Surah Al-Ikklas (Quran 112) Al-Mu’awwathatayn (The two Surahs in

Il which refuge in Allah has been sought - A/-
ir ; u"’k"}“ °))“’ ----- Falaq, and Al-Nas) (Qur’an 113, 114)
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., | « If one recites this Surah ten became sick, he would recite | |
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I him/her a palace in paradise. breath over his body JJ
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:~:'= Whenever the Prophet (PBUH) went to bed at night, he used to cup his hands - ':~:
ﬂ'- together and blow over them after reciting these Surahs, and then rub his hands over .'.l
l-l% whatever parts of his body he was able to rub, starting with his head, face and front of}f '~|
i"'- his body (and repeats that three times). ;-
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:-:'- * According to the Muslim scholar Abul A’la Maududi, the religion of Islam, as 'g
|T presented in the Qur’an, is based on three doctrines : Tauhid (unity of Godhead), 'l*l
l'l‘- Apostleship, and the Hereafter. Surah Al-Ikhlas teaches Tauhid, pure and undefiled. .|'|
s Therefore, the Prophet (PBUH) regarded it as equal to one-third of the Qur’an. i
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Al-Fati’ha and last verses
of Surah Al-Bagarah
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Two lights brought to the
Prophet - reciting every letter
gives the blessings it contains.

o g i ol g lagsl s
s

I?o

)

b

I

| AlFatiha

IT (Opening Chapter)
i dadlal)

|

1

!

| | The Greatest Surah
ll in the Qur’an
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Virtues of Special Surahs and verses from the Qur’an - based on Authentic Sayings of the Prophet (PBUH)
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Surah Al-Baqarah
(Qur’an 2)
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Satan flies from the
house in which it is
recited
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Memorizing the first ten
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Ho. of birds in ranks,

| resurrection.
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I.L. Provide two clouds or
Ll two shades, or two flocks

I pleading for those who
I| recite them on the day of
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Recitation of Surah

Verse of the Throne
(Qur’an 2:255)
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Last 2 verses of Surah Al-
Bagarah
(Qur’an 2:285,286)
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Greatest verse in the
Qur’an
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If recited by a person at
night will be sufficient for
him/her
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Surah Tabarak

i

Provide protection from
Dajjal (antichrist)
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brightly for the person
who does that till the
following Friday
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(last ten) verses of Surah | | Al-Kahf (Qur’an 18) (Qur’an 25)
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g 8 g {} Protects whoever
reads it from the
Light will shine punishment of the
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Surahs Al-Takwir, Al-
Infitar, and Al-Inshiqaq
(Qur’an 81, 82, 84)
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Feeling happy to see the
day of resurrection.
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